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KARRATHA — MEMBER FOR PILBARA’S COMMENTS 
Statement by Member for North West Central 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [12.50 pm]: Earlier this morning, the member for Pilbara went on 
his local ABC radio station to denigrate the community of Karratha. This unprovoked attack on the people of 
Karratha sent shock waves throughout the city, if the member does not mind me referring to Karratha as a city. 
The member for Pilbara said — 

Who’s going to come and live in Karratha if you don’t have any projects? Why do people come to 
Karratha? Do they come for the wonderful beaches we have? No.  

The member needs to get out of Perth and have a look around. Karratha is a magnificent community with amenities 
rivalling any other regional city in Australia. The Nationals invested hundreds of millions of dollars to ensure that 
Karratha has the infrastructure necessary for families to want to move to and permanently settle in the Pilbara. We 
are constantly reminded of the fruits of the Nationals’ investment, even recently with the opening of the 
magnificent Red Earth Arts Precinct and the Karratha Health Campus. This is a strong community and one to be 
proud of. To have a local member talk down this community in such a derogatory manner is, frankly, disgusting.  

Perhaps the member is not aware, but I can list a number of reasons that people would want move to Karratha—
the brilliant art of Clifton Mack, which adorns the walls of the Cossack art show; cheering your kids on at Saturday 
soccer; and walking your dog over the reef at the back beach. The only negative thing in the Pilbara is the local 
member, who talks about crime waves and fly in, fly out camps. What a sad individual he has become.  
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